
  
 

 

Year 11 - History 
Curriculum intent In their final year of History at Longdendale, students will continue their drive to achieve in the final GCSE exams. Through their study of 

the Cold War period study the students will gain a detailed understanding of events that have shaped our modern world. The 
chronology, causes and consequences of the events are investigated in detail. In the final depth study of Early Elizabethan England, 
they will investigate an important period in British history in depth. This topic will build a wider understanding of the significance of the 
period and the changes that were to impact on British history for many years. Throughout their studies the students will be equipped to 
apply their knowledge to the varied skills needed in the exams. In addition, their studies throughout History will leave them with an ability 
and desire to challenge opinions, use evidence effectively and reach independent conclusions in their wider life after school. 

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Knowledge EDEXCEL GCSE History – 

Superpower Relations 
and the Cold War 1941-
1991 
 
The Origins of the Cold 
War 1941-1955 
• The Grand Alliance 
• The Conferences 
• The atom bomb 
• The Soviet creation of 

the satellite states 
• The Truman Doctrine 

and Marshall Plan 
• NATO and the 

Warsaw Pact 
• The Berlin Blockade 

and Airlift 
 

Cold War Crises 1956-
1970 
• The Hungarian Uprising 
• The Berlin Wall 
• The Cuban Missile Crisis 
• The Prague Spring 
 
The End of the Cold War 
1970-1991 
• Détente in the 1970s 
• The Soviet invasion of 

Afghanistan 
• Reagan and 

Gorbachev 
• The fall of the Berlin 

Wall 
• The end of the Soviet 

Union 
 

EDEXCEL GCSE History – 
Early Elizabethan 
England 1558-1588 
 
Queen, government 
and religion 1558-1569 
• Society and 

government 
• Problem’s on 

accession 
• The religious 

settlement 
• The challenge of the 

Catholics and 
Puritans 

• Mary, Queen of Scots 

Challenges at home and 
abroad 1569-1588 
• Revolts and plots 
• Relations with Spain & 

Netherlands 
• The Spanish Armada 
 
Elizabethan society and 
exploration 1569-1588 
• Education 
• Sports, pastimes and 

the theatre 
• Exploration & Drake 
• The first American 

colonies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



  
 

 

Skills History skills & concepts: 

• Communicating 
knowledge,  

• Change & 
Continuity, 

• Significance & 
Causation. 

 

Learning skills: 

• Demonstrate,  
• explain,  
• evaluate.  

 (AO 1 & 2) 
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Assessments Retrieval practice: 
Germany 
 
Consequences of the 
Soviet creation of 
satellite states. 
 
Narrative account 
analysing the events of 
the Berlin Crisis. 
 

Retrieval practice: 
Germany 
 
Significance of the Soviet 
invasion of Hungary. 
 
Narrative account 
analysing the events of 
the Cuban Missile Crisis. 
 

Retrieval practice: Cold 
War 
 
Analysis of religious 
settlement exam 
question. 
 
Describe questions. 

Retrieval practice: Cold 
War 
 
Evaluation of the success 
of the Armada exam 
question. 
 
Describe questions. 

  

Curiosity 
 

Books: 
REVISE Edexcel GCSE (9-
1) History Superpower 
Relations and the Cold 
War ISBN-10: 1292169753 
 
Places of Interest: 
IWMN Trafford Wharf Rd, 
Trafford Park, Stretford, 
Manchester M17 1TZ 
 

Books: 
REVISE Edexcel GCSE (9-
1) History Superpower 
Relations and the Cold 
War ISBN-10: 1292169753 
 
Sekret by Lindsay Smith 
ISBN-10: 1250056993 
 

Books: 
REVISE Edexcel GCSE 
(9-1) History Early 
Elizabethan England 
ISBN 9781292169712 
 
The Time Traveller's 
Guide to Elizabethan 
England ISBN-10:  
0099542072 
 

Books: 
REVISE Edexcel GCSE (9-
1) History Early 
Elizabethan England ISBN 
9781292169712 
 
The Time Traveller's Guide 
to Elizabethan England 
ISBN-10:  0099542072 
 
Places of Interest: 

 
 

 



  
 

 

Film, Podcasts & 
Documentaries: 
World War II in Colour 
(Netflix) 
 
Bridge of Spies (2015 
film)(Google Play, 
NowTV, Netflix) 
 
IT’S HISTORY : THE COLD 
WAR (YouTube 
Channel/playlist) 
 
Intrigue: The Ratline 
(Podcast BBC Sounds) 

Anya's Story by Julia 
Gousseva ISBN-10: 
1494942305 
 
The Wall: Growing Up 
Behind the Iron Curtain 
by Peter Sis (graphic 
novel) ISBN-10: 
0374347018 
 
Places of Interest: 
IWMN Trafford Wharf Rd, 
Trafford Park, Stretford, 
Manchester M17 1TZ 
 
Film, Podcasts & 
Documentaries: 
Deutschland ’83 (TV 
series) (All 4) 
 
Chuck Norris Vs 
Communism (2015 
documentary) (Netflix) 
 
IT’S HISTORY : THE COLD 
WAR (YouTube 
Channel/playlist) 
 
Intrigue: Tunnel 29 
(Podcast BBC Sounds) 

Places of Interest: 
Bramhall Hall, Hall Rd, 
Bramhall, Stockport SK7 
3NX 
 
Film, Podcasts & 
Documentaries: 
Mary Queen of Scots 
(2018 film) 
 
Elizabeth: The Golden 
Age (2007 film) 
 
David Starkey’s 
Elizabeth (TV Series) 
 
Talking Tudors Podcast 
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